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Testing Live patching – What more can we do ?

Kernel
samples/livepatch
lib/livepatch

Unit test cases

Kernel Patch
- Corner Cases
- CVE(s)

In-built

re-building

100%

50%

Kpatch

K + T

UK + T

UK + UT

K = Distro Kernel
T = Distro Tool Chain
UK = Upstream Kernel
UT = Upstream Tool Chain

Combinations

Random Kernel Patch
200%

snow patch

Ideas?

• Failure test cases
• Contribute to test projects
• Ask the kernel build people 

to run livepatch enabled
Publish the results
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https://github.com/avocado-framework-tests/avocado-misc-tests/blob/master/kernel/livepatch.py
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Legal Statement

This work represents the view of the authors and does not necessarily represent the view of their 
employers.

IBM and IBM (logo) are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business Machines 
Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.

Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds.

Other company, product, and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others
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Thank you
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