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LPC 2025 - agenda

Infrastructure update (and netdev foundation)

Random thoughts and rants

Process.. discussion..



LPC 2025 - netdev infra

Build testing Linters

AI reviewsSoftware 
kselftest

Hardware 
kselftest

Patchwork



LPC 2025 - netdev foundation

Sponsors



LPC 2025 - netdev foundation

https://github.com/linux-netdev/foundation 

- charter

- project proposals (Issues)

- operating procedures

- members

Please participate!

TSC

● Simon Horman (chair)
● Andrew Lunn
● David S. Miller
● Eric Dumazet
● Jakub Kicinski
● Johannes Berg
● Kuniyuki Iwashima
● Paolo Abeni
● Willem de Bruijn

https://github.com/linux-netdev/foundation


LPC 2025 - netdev foundation

Projects

- miscellaneous (Plausible subscription)

- CI migration / HW lab (funded)

- embedded kselftests  (pause, WoL) (WIP)

- hosted lore+lei (under discussion)

- patchwork improvements (under discussion)



LPC 2025 - netdev foundation

CI migration

                                              5x
                                        (5x $10,000)

Hosted by:
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LPC 2025 - CI updates

Hardware 
kselftest

HW selftests

- as announced in April ‘24 all drivers in “Supported” state must run upstream tests

- NIPA integration work this year

- automatic stability assessment

- first vendor reporting results 🥳



LPC 2025 - HW selftests

https://netdev-ci-results.intel.com



LPC 2025 - HW selftests

https://netdev.bots.linux.dev/status.html



LPC 2025 - HW selftests

https://netdev.bots.linux.dev/devices.html
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LPC 2025 - flake frequency summary

https://netdev.bots.linux.dev/status.html
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LPC 2025 - CI updates - linters

Linters

- there is a lot of them 

- ingest_mdir now works more than less
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LPC 2025 - AI code reviews

Chris Mason’s review prompts:
https://github.com/masoncl/review-prompts.git

netdev UI:

https://netdev-ai.bots.linux.dev

patchwork check: ai-review

https://github.com/masoncl/review-prompts.git
https://netdev-ai.bots.linux.dev


LPC 2025 - random rants

Fact: maintainers spend more than 10% of their time reviewing patches from one-time contributors 

touching obscure sub-systems accounting for less than 1% of the total code base [1]. Why?

● the subsystem code is obscure (big surprise;)

● high potential risk of supply chain/social engineering or other impacting misbehaviours

● (some) subsystems (still) have users

● lower level of trust due to no prior history and no CI coverage.

[1] source: Dilbert’s made-up numbers https://youtu.be/NEBvCLevBBQ?si=ooF1ONSzpFPjkgU3



LPC 2025 - random rants [II]

One-time contributions to obscure subsystems are on the rise:

- feed by fuzzers and AI code assistants

- looking for visibility (career paths)

- the more obscure the subsystem the more opportunities for out of context changes



LPC 2025 - why is relevant to you

The netdev backlog is never too small.  Every reviews count:

- saving that 1% maintainers time could make time for actually get _your_ patch reviewed

- being an active reviewer is a excellent first step towards larger contributions

- thoughts like “that patch is so obviously wrong it's not worth mentioning” can cause such patch being 

applied (maintainers are humans after all ;)

Just please avoid unconditional rubber stamp tags tag bring no value. A few words describing why/how 

you reviewed and/or tested the patch always help.




